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AMERICAN COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE 


by 


Russell Sanborn Harmon, A. I. А. 


In this age of skeptical “togetherness,” 
space capsules, nucleonics and psychoso- 
matic neuroses let us briefly consider the 
virtues of true "American Colonial” 
architecture,— more particularly as ар- 
plied in a domestic sense to New England. 

We have no quarrel with those pro- 
gressive, up-to-the-minute modern іп- 
dividualists who “fit the structure to the 
site” by diverting the brook into the 
living room or encouraging the growth 
of trees through the roof. Nor do we feel 
pugnacious toward the strong exponents 
of the sprawling “ranch type” structure, 
—whether it be domestic, cultural, re- 
ligious, industrial or commercial. It is 
also agreed that the urban multi-storied 
structures with their gleaming facades of 
bronze, glass, steel and aluminum well 
reflect their places in the sun! 

Although many of us profess admira- 
tion and appreciation of the works of 
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Bullfinch and Jefferson, in reality we ғ 
delighted with the design and are aw 
at the artistry of the finished produ 
By to-day's standards we realize that, 
many instances, the colonial builder 
architect utilized the materials at hz 
to the best of his ability. If the fl 
timbers were overstressed or the г 
purlins overspaced, the ravages of ti 
took their toll. Yet, to-day, in most N 
England towns, and cities one can f 
beautiful pre-Revolutionary structures 
sound as the day they were built of һа 
hewn timbers and hand-made bri 
However, the heavy wooden posts, Реал 
rafters and purlins of colonial days hi 
given way to more economical and рі 
erly designed wood, steel and even alt 
inum structural members. The wid 
accepted use of diagonal boarding 
adequately sized plywood has practic: 
eliminated the once essential corner ; 
knee bracing. The artificial stone . 
blocks are a far cry from the hand-m 
bricks and bulky field stone of yester-y 
Thus it is seen that improved technol 
and code requirements have consigned 
often found bulging walls and sagg 
floor systems to innocuous desuett 
Hence we find a natural and normal 
velopment of structural integrity em 
ating from the strong and rugged 
periments of our fore-fathers. 1 
broad background has been presented 
emphasize the solid foundation v 
which “American Colonial" architec 
was developed,— and to indicate its | 
tribution to the growth of other tre 
and types in the architectural field. 
(Continued on Page 1 
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„With handsome, factory-colored metal walls 


Butler "Supers'are ап even better buy! 


Modern Butler buildings offer many im- 
Portant advantages over supermarkets of 
traditional construction. For one thing, 
your Butler building is pre-engineered—and 
you save on costly planning and construc- 
tion time. Then, too, Butler steel structur- 
als support the entire building, allow you 
to use economical curtain walls, instead of 
bulky, expensive load-bearing ones. Inside, 
there are no posts to interfere with traffic 
flow and merchandise placement. 

But a compelling, colorful exterior that 
woos and wins customers is equally impor- 
tant... and only with Butler pre-engineered 
buildings can you choose from two superior 
exterior wall panels — in a wide choice of 


ar Mine Stil bulla (s. Lu 


eye-catching, factory-applied colors 

Striking new Monopanl is of special in- 
terest. For here is a factory-insulated panel 
that creates the complete wall — both inside 
and out — in one easy installation, Mono- 
рап! is available in both galvanized steel 
and hammered embossed aluminum. Bold 
and beautiful Butlerib is Butler's new 
standard roof and wall panel 

Yes, with Monopan! and Butlerib, Butler 
pre-engineered “supers” are an even better 
buy! For full details on the lowest-cost way 
to build well, contact your nearby Butler 
Builder. He's listed in the Yellow Pages un- 
der “Buildings” or “Steel Buildings.” Ask 
him about financing, too. Or write direct 
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BUILDINGS 


KINGSTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Tel. Mitchell 2-5441 


ANNUAL MEETING MAY 19 


The annual meeting and election of 
officers of New Hampshire Chapter, AIA 
will be held at the New Hampshire High- 
way Hotel at Concord on Thursday even- 
ing, May 19. Arrangements are in charge 
of Arnold Perreton, AIA, of Concord. 

Further details of the meeting will be 
announced by Secretary Andrew C. Isaak. 

Richard Koehler, Norman P. Randlett 
and Stephen P. Tracy are serving on the 
nominating committee to bring in a slate 
of new officers. 


BRADT OPENS OFFICE AT EXETER 


Announcement has been made that 
effective March 1, Horace G. Bradt, 
formerly of Bradt, Littlefield and Williams 
of Dover, has opened an office for the 
practice of architecture at Exeter. 

Willis Littlefield and Walter T. Williams 
will continue their offices at 2 Pierce 
Street, Dover, under the firm name of 
Littlefield and Williams. 
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OPEN MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


The Northern Association of Subcc 
tractors, which was formed last Octob 
has launched a membership drive, deta 
of which were outlined at a meeting 
the officers and directors held recently 
the Hanover Inn at Hanover. 

C. Bader Brouilette of Burlington, А 
president of the association, stated tl 
all sub-contractors working under a pri 
contractor, are eligible for membersh 
adding that the new association is co 
posed of subcontractors in New Han 
shire and Vermont. 

АП subcontractors in the two-sti 
area, are to be contacted personally by 
authorized representative of the assoc 
tion, Mr. Brouilette said, A goal of m 
than 100 members is sought during : 
next three months, when the new пе 
bers will be given a reception at the fi 
annual outing to be held in mid July. 

The officers and directors will m 
Thursday, April 21 at 2 P. M., at 
Hanover Inn, to receive reports of 
progress of the membership drive. 
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(Continued from Page 6) 

The acumen of our New England 
ancestors is well demonstrated in the 
careful consideration given to fenestra- 
tion, particularly on northern exposures 
where the windows were small, few and 
far between. Interior shutters, aside 
from their protective function against 
the indian arrows and the wintry blasts, 
served to minimize interior heat from the 
summer's sun. Therefore, one sees a 
strange similarity in the economical de- 
sign of many of to-day's heated and air- 
conditioned structures in the use of ap- 
propriate fenestration. As for insulation, 
suffice it to say that the need was recog- 
nized and that some diminution of cold 
infiltration and increased draft stoppage 
resulted from the banking of pineneedles, 
leaves, straw or sawdust against a struc- 
ture’s exterior at the first floor level. 
That the problems of ventilation and con- 
densation were recognized is well demon- 
strated by many instances of well ventil- 
ated spaces under the eaves and near the 
ridgepoles. 

At this point, and at the very real risk 
of being dubbed a “copyist,” this writer 
invites thoughtful reflection on certain 
basic types of “American Colonial” archi- 
tecture, such as: Georgian, Cape Cod, New 
England Farm, Garrison and Salt-Box. 
It is recognized that climate, needs of the 
occupant and other very real contempo- 
rary living factors contributed to the 
birth and growth of each “style.” After 
this pause that refreshes, may we con- 
tinue to indulge in our own personal 
reverie? 

Often the kitchen was the first en- 
closure to be built and the huge fire- 
place, in which cooking efforts of the 
early days were centered, served well to 
reduce the discomforts of winter weather. 
Although to-day’s "lebens raum" estab- 
lishes the size of the major food prepara- 
tion area, the kitchen fireplace has gradu- 
ated to the stove which in turn has 
blossomed into the builtin oven and 
counter-top grill. The one time trend to 


“step-saver” kitchens, except for the most 
part in small homes and economy apart- 
ments, is swinging now to the larger 
"farm type" where the modern home- 


maker has room for such up-to-date c 
inary conveniences as her heart desir 
her wall desk with planning appurte 
ances and a dining area or snack bar. 
a reminder of early Americana is need: 
one has but to reconsider the built 
barbecue to realize that to-day's luxu 
was a necessity in olden times. 

The open, beamed or cathedral ceilin 
found in contemporary work were 1 
unknown to our eighteenth century anc 
tors. The expressive strength of t 
colonial hand-hewn exposed timber 
utilized by many of to-day’s architects 
emphasize a feeling of structurally stur 
warmth. The modern cliche of using t 
“ridge-to-ground” inverted “V” roof 
exemplified in the Jackson House (175 
at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 1 
leaded glass windows, massive sills 2 
wide floor boards of this rugged relic : 
impressive to even the most cas 
visitor. 

With all due allowance and credit to ' 
architects of a long gone Roman civili 
tion and to the creators of the Grec 
baths, it was the primitive ingenuity 
the early settlers in this country t 
started “American” plumbing on its v 
to fame. Many of us remember the “b: 
chamber" and the detached "three hol 
which in cold weather could be depen 
upon to generate those never to be f 
gotten chills and shivers! So it was t 
the builtin wooden seat, with vert 
piping to the cess-pool worked very y 
when given a healthy douse with a buc 
of water,— which bucket had to be 
filled at the well by the user after us 
Before the break of dawn the comm 
with its plain or flowered basin 
pitcher, augmented with a “thunder-ju 
proved its real worth as a conveni 
adjunct and fore-runner to the пай 
evolution of the “running water” b: 
room,— which to-day knows no bound: 

For a moment let us consider the pa. 
which was kept isolated except for 
most formal occasions,—usually weddi 
and funerals. The Warner House (17 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, which 1 
fine early colonial briek mansion, has w 


(Continued on Next Page) 


ghteen inches thick beautifully paneled 
its parlor. Thus we see the parlor 
hich has gradually been transformed 
to the family or activities room where 
-day its potential is fully appreciated by 
| members of the family. The old 
itting" room, often with its fireplace or 
t-belied stove, has become the living 
om,— minus the stove but often with 
e fireplace. 
While the beauty of a delicately carved 
antel such as is found in the Moffat- 
аа House (1763), Portsmouth, New 
ampshire, is recognized, none but the 
ry wealthy could afford similar work- 
anship in these times,— even if a com- 
etely competent craftsman could be 
lated. While not depending upon the 
eplace for warmth now-a-days, there is 
certain harmony of decor in modified 
lonial mantels of painted or warm 
otty pine, strong rugged oak, blushing 
d cherry, deep rich walnut, soft restful 
ihogany and many other more or less 
otic woods. The hearth, whether 
ised or at the floor level, often follows 


"RUGGED AS MONADNOCK" 


MONADNOCK BLOCKS 


T ° Ü the best in concrete masonry... 


READY- MIX CONCRETE 


available at plants in 


Keene, Charlestown, 


Peterborough and Newport 


HITCOMB, inc. 


ideas of our ancestors to express the 
character of the occupant. Frequently 
one finds in to-day’s homes above the 
mantel a cupboard which in colonial times 
was known as the “parson’s cabinet” and 
was used to conceal the spiritus frumenti 
when the preacher was seen arriving by 
buggy, afoot or on horseback. To-day the 
open “рагѕоп'ѕ cabinet" door permits 
madam to display to advantage her Hum- 
mels, pieces of Dresden or other valuable 
heirlooms. 

The spacious reception hall and the 
exquisite grand staircase of the Moffat- 
Ladd House are outstanding indications 
of gracious colonial living. With relative 
construction costs of material and labor 
being what they are to-day, it is recog- 
nized that normally one finds it uneconom- 
ical to invest in the delicately turned 
balustrades, finely delineated interior 


trim, beautiful parquetry and other de- 
sirable elements in vogue when arts and 
crafts bore a different ratio to building 
costs than they do to-day. We will admit 
(Continued on Page 21) 
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When the Diamond-National Corp. of Dover decided to promote retail 
sales as well as sales to contractors, it required a building with eye appeal 
as well as warehousing and display space. 

The wooden bow trusses in the warehouse provide one of the largest 
clear-span areas in this region. Extra storage is available above the 


office section. 


The walls of the retail area are covered with pegboard; and with 


counters with pegboard center-panels, 


a good deal of display space is 


provided. The pegboard is painted in light, appealing, colors. 
The walls of the office, as well as the order desk, are panelled in 


prefinished plywood. 
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Harry C. Doe, Manager 
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Tel: GEneva 6-1004 

Robert S. Roberge, Manager 


North Conway, New Hampshire 
Main Street 
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STRAN-STEEL DEALERS ATTEND MEETING 


Harold Wheeler and H. Morrison Booth 
of E. K. Wheeler, Inc., Manchester, have 
recently returned from а national sales 
meeting of more than 450 Stran-Steel 
building dealers and executives at White 
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 

New Building inovations introduced at 
the meeting include four contemporary 
designed buildings . . . complete with all 
architectural details, nine new color 
coated steel panels, and a new compact 
grain building. 

The new buildings are pre-engineered 
allsteel structures, ready for erection on 
any lot immediately. Harley Earl, one 
of America's best-known industrial de- 
signers, and retired General Motors Vice 
President in Charge of Styling, worked 
with Stran-Steel Corporation's engineers 
to create these four Stran-Style buildings. 

The new line of colors are available on 
26-gage modern-ribbed panels, 36 inches 
wide and in any lengths desired. They 


are designed for use on walls and roofs. 


Of the nine colors, seven are basic; whi 
light blue, deep blue, light green, m 
green, light gray, and slate gray. Т 
*accent colors"; orange and yellow, « 
be used in high-lighting a specific ar 
The factory-applied, baked-on color wc 
chip, peel or fade. 

E. K. Wheeler, Ine. is the exclus 
distributor in this area for the compl 
line of pre-engineered Stran-Steel bu 
ings, in a wide range of colors and sty 
for industry, commerce, and agricultu 


MANCHESTER ARCHITECTS 
AT CONVENTION 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Е. Lampron : 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Isaak, all of M 
chester, are in attendance at the natic 
convention of the American Institute 
Architects at San Francisco this week. 

Before returning to Manchester, 
Lamprons will visit friends at San Mz 
and Sunnyvale, California. 
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STRAN”STYLE 
means dramatically new buildings 


Meet the new Stran-Style buildings—new sparkling beauty, low-contour design that says 
smartness for your business. Colorful, functional, using modern materials in exciting new 
ways, they complement any location, go up fast, and cost less than you'd expect. Ш Protective 
Stran-Satin colors—multiple layers of vinyl-aluminum or vinyl-base color that cannot peel or 
fade—are factory-applied. These handsome colors are available in your choice of nine attrac- 
tive hues, use singly or in any combination, all blend well with wood, brick, glass or stone. I You 
may finance your new Stran-Style building for one-fourth down on Stran-Steel's five-year pur- 
chase plan. For complete information, come in soon, or a phone call gets things started today. 


STRAN-STEEL IS A DIVISION OF NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 


E. K. WHEELER, INC. 


170 BAKER STREET MANCHESTER, N. H. 


Tel. NAtional 4-4892 


TOWN BUILDING for GILFORD, М. H. 


DOUGLASS G. PRESCOTT, AIA, Laconia, N. H., ARCHITECT 
JOHN C. MARSHALL, Laconia, N. Н., GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
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БЕРГІ ONE 
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JOHN C. MARSHALL 


59 Opechee St. Laconia, N. H. 
LAkeside 4-0553 


General Contractor 
for 
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GILFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Authorized UNITED|STATES STEEL 


Builder © OMeES.. 
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RESIDENCE FOR DONALD and NANCY BEGIN 
Topsfield, Mass. 


RUSSELL SANBORN HARMON, AIA, Durham, N. H., ARCHITECT 


After Don Begin returned to civil life from his fighter-pilot activities 
in both the European and Asiatic theatres of World War II, his first 
civilian mission was the completion of his war-interrupted college educa- 
tion. With flying in his blood, the next logical step for Don was to 
affiliated with a civilian airline to fly to and from overseas destinations. 

As time moved on, Don and his charming wife, Nancy, blessed with 
three lively youngsters, began to think seriously of the future. In 
becoming realistically practical, they soon acquired a field-stone walled 
site on a rolling hillside in historie Topsfield, Massachusetts,— and began 
to plan their home. 

The large glass areas of the living and play rooms look out upon 
beautiful apple blossoms in the spring, colorful gardens in the summer 
and the sloping snow-clad hillsides of winter. Graceful entertaining on 
the well shaded patio is a natural for summer evenings. Тһе two-car 
heated garage is a boon to the “bird-man” who has to “go when called." 
Nancy's kitchen has proven to be a joy; and the children have all the room 
they need for play, study and rest. 

Many colonial features have been adapted, modified and blended to 
provide for gracious living in this home of modern charm. Поп and 
Nancy now can live as they please,— relax, work, play and entertain to 
their heart's content. 
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(Continued from Page 11) 

at the Doric, Ionian, Corinthian and 
mposite Orders are things of beauty 
d joys forever,— yet even they may be 
propriately simplified and made com- 
tible with the economics of modern 
istruction. Although the use of wood 
hs and hair plaster has been relegated 
the past, to-day’s chemists have come 
with wall finishes which appear similar 
; are structurally better than those of 
г predecessors. 
During our coffee break let us go back 
aost two centuries and marvel at the 
let dignity of crinoline days so well 
lected in the Lady Pepperell House 
160), Kittery Point, Maine, and the 
milton House (1770), South Berwick, 
ine. Although we haven’t mentioned 
' sleeping quarters of our colonial 
nes, in retrospect our imagination runs 
t in contemplation of life behind the 
utifully proportioned dormers of, for 
imple, some of these Portsmouth, New 
mpshire homes: John Paul Jones 
58), Warner (1716), Governor Lang- 
| (1784) and Moffat-Ladd (1763). 
"here appear to be many ways in which 
can respect the foresight, research 
| development gained by our fore- 
hers toward establishing a definite 
nerican" form of architecture. By 
Mligent modification, reduction and 
>n elimination of minute details, the 
nerican Colonial” effect compatible 
h modern living can be obtained. 
ildings can be skillfully minimized and 
ized in many ways to create a 
onial" appearance without indulging 
sumptuous and costly perfectionism. 
use of colored, enameled aluminum 
m and screen sash and doors in по 
‘reduces the cozy comfort of the small 
nial type window panes needed to 
hasize scale and beauty. Апа how 
y of us realize, when we drive the 
Пу саг into our out of the garage, 

pre-Revolutionary  colonists used 
erhead" doors? The application of 


neled aluminum siding, shaped to a 
-inch weather exposure, combined 
1 basic aluminum trim, fascia and 
lding shapes are very real ways of 
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perpetuating what this writer likes to 
define Colonial" 
tecture. 


as “American archi- 

To summarize my thoughts, it would 
appear as financially absurd in to-day's 
operations to think of using egg-and-dart 
plaster mouldings as it would be to paint 
cupids on the ceilings or to stain glass 
the stair landing windows. Again it is 
said that these thoughts are intended in 
no way to belittle or antagonize the dedi- 
cated modernist or other contemporaries 
who go-for-broke toward the functional, 
square-lined boxy type of efficient struc- 
tures,— which serve their purposes under 
So 
it is contended that main entrances of any 


certain requirements and conditions. 
have simplified columns 
pilasters without eleborate entablatures, 
that major proportional lines can be held 
by the use of simplified mouldings, that 


scale can or 


fine details can be combined and that a 
frieze can be pleasing and beautiful with- 
out tacking on a million dentils! 


In conclusion, if this little tome starts 
а few gray cells working for or against 
the thoughts expressed here, we have 
accomplished our purpose. Finally, we 
believe that the homey, efficient comfort 
of to-day’s structures, when based upon 
the cardinal principles of our ancestors as 
developed thru the years and kept com- 
patible with the costs and needs of to- 
day’s society, result in what we like to call 
“American Colonial" architecture, —which 
could aid considerably in the regeneration 
of our “dungaree dolls” and their “bearded 
after they commit 


beaus" before or 


matrimony. 
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